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BELMAR — It’s an annoying hassle.
 You’re heading to New York City from a 
town like Belmar via a NJ Transit train, but about 
20 minutes into your ride, you have to get up and 
switch trains in Long Branch. Sometimes your 
connecting train is already there, sometimes it’s 
not — but either way, it increases your travel time.

However, on Monday, NJ Transit announced that six trains will operate from Bay Head to New York, and 
from New York to Bay Head, with no need to transfer at Long Branch starting on May 18.

The North Jersey Coast Line is broken up by the way trains are powered. Going north, Long Branch 
marks the end of diesel-powered trains and the beginning of electric trains, and vice versa going south. Hence, 
the need to switch trains.

Dual-mode locomotives, ALP-45DPs, run on both diesel and electric — they are facilitating the change, 
which is being looked upon favorably by both NJ Transit and local officials.

A POSITIVE CHANGE
NJ Transit Board Chairman Jamie Fox, also the transportation commissioner, is excited about the 

change for residents and vacationers alike.
“NJ Transit is committed to supporting the residents, communities and businesses along the Coast Line,” 

he said. “The addition of new weekday service from New York to Bay Head is vital to not only residents of the 
Jersey Shore who commute, but also provides more options for those who vacation at the Shore.”

Brendan Read, trustee of the Belmar Business Partnership [BBP], is also pleased with the one-seat 
rides. He said he and other rail advocates have been pushing for the service for years.

“It’s a welcome development for several reasons,” he said, “first, making train travel more convenient by 
eliminating the need to transfer.”

It will also encourage people to take the train more instead of driving, which will reduce emissions from 
vehicles.

“That’s also protecting our coastlines,” he said, as less pollutants mean fewer greenhouse gasses 
emitted. And fewer greenhouse gasses will help mitigate the rising sea level.

In addition to the environmental benefits of fewer drivers, Mr. Read said the service will reduce traffic 
congestion and already-limited parking.

The new service will also be more attractive to millennials who are interested in living in “walkable 
communities,” he said.

“They want to live in downtowns. We’ve got great downtowns,” Mr. Read said, but slow train service is a 
deterrent to those who do not drive — a deterrent that one-seat ride service will help reduce.

He is also optimistic that it will attract visitors from the Manhattan market, the majority of whom do not 
own cars. Mr. Read, who is a former resident of Queens, New York, said that market traditionally heads to Long 
Island — but he insisted the Jersey Shore offers more.

“We have a combination of both great communities and great oceanfront beaches,” he said.
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Manhattanites headed to New York beaches would have to go as far out as Montauk to find that, he said. 
That is an approximately four-hour ride. But the train ride to Jersey Shore points only averages about two hours, 
and the new service will help keep that time down.

The trains offer the option of weekend getaways during rush hour for both those with cars and those 
without. And, as Mr. Read pointed out, a rush-hour drive from Manhattan to Jersey Shore beaches could take 
just as long as a train ride to Montauk, or longer — thus, trains will likely attract even those New Yorkers who do 
own cars.

NJ Transit spokesperson Jennifer Nelson said the one-seat ride service had been a “wish-list” item for 
many people, one her employer was happy to grant.

“It’s a good thing for communities and we’re happy to do it,” she said. Whenever NJ Transit can address 
concerns and make commutes and train rides better, “we’re happy to take advantage of doing that.”

NJ Transit Executive Director Veronique “Ronnie” Hakim agreed.
“Our customers have always given us detailed feedback on what they would like to see implemented in 

terms of new service, and we are thrilled to make it happen,” she said.
Mayor Matt Doherty was pleased with the new service.
“Brendan Read has been instrumental working with NJ Transit to make this happen,” the mayor said. 

“We think it’s going to be great for our residents and people who come visit us, which means it will be great for 
small businesses, as well.”

A BOOM FOR BUSINESS
NJ Transit has already provided a good deal of customers for the Tandem Bike Inn, located just a few 

blocks from the train station on Tenth Avenue.
“It’s terrific for our business,” said Mike Hayes, who owns the inn alongside his wife, Anne Marie. “We get 

a lot of business out of New York City and the boroughs there coming down on the train on the weekend. A lot of 
folks comment on how easy it is to get down here.”

That New York market is key for the local tourism industry. Mr. Hayes said 26.3 percent of his business 
last year came from the city, “which is substantial.”

He called the elimination of the stopover in Long Branch, and the resulting faster ride, a “great benefit for 
us.”

Mr. Read said the BBP plans to help Belmar’s businesses capitalize on the new service by informing 
them about the opportunities this could afford. For example, he said, perhaps businesses could offer incentives 
or packages to those who take the train to Belmar.

The Borough of Belmar already offers an incentive to NJ Transit customers: reduced-priced beach 
badges.

According to borough administrator Colleen Connolly, the price of a daily beach badge in Belmar is $8. If 
it is purchased through NJ Transit, that price goes down to $3.50 — a 56-percent decrease from the original 
amount.

“Plus,” Ms. Connolly said, “we love the partnership as it both encourages tourism and mass transit” — 
especially when summer traffic is at its worst.

In total, last year, 300 daily badges were sold through NJ Transit. That number has “been fairly 
consistent over the years, and we would love for it to be used more,” Ms. Connolly said.

A CALL FOR OFF-PEAK RATES
While all seem to agree the one-seat ride service is a good idea, Mr. Read and the BBP are advocating 

for more changes still — especially in the face of NJ Transit’s proposal to raise fares by an average of 9 percent.
According to NJ Transit, it has identified more than $40 million in reductions in overtime, fuel savings, 

energy and vehicle parts efficiencies. However, it still faces a budget gap of around $60 million for the 2016 
fiscal year, which the fare hike would help close.

“We understand the financial position NJ Transit is in,” Mr. Read said. “They’ve done a remarkable job 
trying to keep the costs down.”

However, he said, “we are concerned about the impact on the ability to attract weekend discretionary 
travelers.”

Mr. Read will be representing the BBP at NJ Transit’s public hearing on the proposed rate hike on 
Monday, May 18. The meeting, one of many planned, will be held from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the Monmouth County 
Agricultural Building, 4000 Kozloski Rd., Freehold. It is open to the public.



While the BBP is not in opposition to the fare hike, Mr. Read said, it is lobbying for the return of off-peak 
fares to keep visitors coming to the Jersey Shore.

NJ Transit has offered off-peak fares in the past.
Mr. Read also pointed out that a study conducted by the New Jersey Association of Railroad Passengers 

revealed NJ Transit has the highest rail fares in the country, including its direct competitors, such as the Long 
Island Rail Road — which does offer discounted off-peak fares. That makes it difficult to attract the New York 
City market to NJ Transit trains.

Off-peak fares would help bring that market back.
“If you lower the fares, you attract more customers,” he said. “You get in a situation where the marginal 

revenue exceeds the marginal cost.”
The lower fares “will help us maintain our competitive position,” he said.
Ms. Nelson, the NJ Transit spokesperson, did confirm off-peak rates have been offered in the past, but 

she had no additional comment at this point in time.
Another measure NJ Transit instituted last year that was met with praise was express trains from Shore 

points to New York City and back.
Similarly, Ms. Nelson did confirm the express trains were running last year, but had no additional 

comment at this time.

ELECTRIFICATION: A BRIEF HISTORY
In addition to his role as trustee with the BBP, Mr. Read is also a history buff when it comes to trains. He 

shed some light on the electrification of the current North Jersey Coast Line, as well as some interesting facts 
about the dual-powered locomotives making one-seat ride service possible.

According to Mr. Read, the Pennsylvania Railroad [PRR] introduced electrified, direct current [third rail] 
operation allowing service into and out of New York Penn Station in 1910.

“Trains changed from electric to steam at Manhattan Transfer,” he said. Then, “in 1935 the PRR re-
electrified, extended electrification with AC [alternating current] overhead wires to South Amboy.”

Mr. Read said train riders would have a seven-minute stopover in South Amboy while locomotives were 
changed until 1988.

“PRR trains changed from electric to steam, and, after 1957, to diesel,” he said. “Later, under NJ Transit 
ownership, electrification was extended to Long Branch in 1988, where the engine change ended and 
passengers from New York Penn Station going to points south of Long Branch had to change trains.”

A train change at Long Branch was in effect until last year, when the express trains marked the first time 
there was no need to change train or locomotive from shore points when headed north, according to Mr. Read.

That was thanks to the dual-powered locomotives, the ALP-45DPs.
Bombardier Transportation built the locomotives several years ago for use by NJ Transit and the Agence 

métropolitaine de transport, Montreal’s public transportation authority.
Mr. Read said there is an electrified rail tunnel in Canada, under Mount Royal in Montreal. Headed 

northeast of there, the locomotives switch over to diesel power.
Back on U.S. soil, trains are no strangers to Belmar. In fact, this year marks the 140th anniversary of 

train service to the borough. And while the station has seen different designs over the years, trains have always 
stopped in the same spot: in today’s Belmar Plaza between 9th and 10th avenues.

THE DETAILS ON ONE-SEAT RIDES
Starting on May 18, six trains will operate between Bay Head and New York with no train change 

necessary at Long Branch.
In the morning, newly numbered trains 3312, the 5:06 a.m. Bay Head departure; 3318, the 5:45 a.m. Bay 

Head departure, and 3326, the 6:54 a.m. Bay Head departure, will operate directly into New York Penn Station 
from Bay Head.

In the evening, newly numbered trains 3361, the 4:36 p.m. New York departure; 3363, the 5:06 p.m. New 
York departure, and 3373, the 6:03 p.m. New York departure, will operate directly to Bay Head from New York 
Penn Station.

For full details on which trains these are replacing, visit njtransit.com.
For additional information, the NJ Transit customer service line can be reached from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

daily at 973-275-5555.

http://njtransit.com/

