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LAVALLETTE — Though he just wrapped up a failed campaign for a U.S. Senate seat, conservative 
Steve Lonegan is at it again, this time eyeing a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives — and he is doing it 
by moving to the Borough of Lavallette.

Mr. Lonegan, 57, has plans to move to a house on West Point Island early next month. His currently 
home in Bogota — the heavily Democratic town in Bergen County he led as a Republican mayor for 12 years, 
until 2007 — is up for sale, the deal in Lavallette is nearly final and “we’re very excited about moving to 
Lavallette,” Mr. Lonegan said of himself and his wife, Lorraine.

After moving to the barrier island borough, Mr. Lonegan will become a resident of New Jersey’s Third 
Congressional District, currently represented by Republican Congressman Jon Runyan. The district consists of 
towns in Ocean and Burlington counties.

Rep. Runyan’s term in the House expires at the end of this year. Last November he announced he 
would not run for re-election, citing both a desire to spend more time with his family and his belief that “politics 
shouldn’t be a career and I never intended to make it one.”

As a resident of the third district, Mr. Lonegan will be eligible to run for office here, and has already 
spoken with the Republican organizations in Ocean and Burlington counties regarding his intention to seek 
their backing as a candidate for Congress.

THE RIGHT TIME
Despite his three terms as mayor of Bogota, Mr. Lonegan has a history of failed campaigns — he was 

unsuccessful with a previous try at a House seat, two bids for the Republican party’s backing to run for 
governor and, most recently, a Senate seat in a high-profile race versus Democrat Cory Booker.

However, last year’s race against Sen. Booker has left Mr. Lonegan with a campaign structure already 
in place, as well as strong name recognition throughout the state and the local area.

He also has a strong base of supporters in the 3rd District, something he is well aware of.
“I outperformed any Republican in that district” in the Senate race, Mr. Lonegan said.

And, reflecting on his past campaigns, Mr. Lonegan looks at the positives, not the negatives.
In Bogota, he was elected for three terms in a largely Democratic town. In his mind, Mr. Lonegan said, his 
legacy as mayor will be that of a man who created a balanced budget, reduced debt and streamlined the 
government.

After his 12 years in office, Mr. Lonegan said, the budget was less than it was the day he stepped foot 
in office.

“I left that town in excellent condition,” he said.
When he ran in the GOP primary for governor in 2005, out of seven candidates, he came in fourth 

place.
Winning his party’s nod for the gubernatorial race was a “total long shot,” he admitted, but he was 

pleased with the amount of votes he did get — especially considering some of his competition, like Doug 
Forrester, who was able to spend millions on his campaign, and Bret Schundler, the former mayor of Jersey 
City.

“I went from being the mayor of a small town to running in a primary for governor,” he said. “We knew it 
was a tough shot.”

In his next try for the Republican party’s support as a gubernatorial candidate, Mr. Lonegan was pitted 
against then-U.S. Prosecutor Chris Christie, in 2009.

“He was a formidable opponent,” Mr. Lonegan said, though pointed out he, himself, received more than 
40 percent of the popular vote in the primary.

Mr. Lonegan considers his past tries for office successful, even though he ultimately did not win.
“It seems to me my political battles have always been uphill battles,” he said.
Looking toward the race for Rep. Runyan’s seat, though, Mr. Lonegan feels his chances are good.
“I think I have a very strong base of support,” he said.



Specifically, Mr. Lonegan said he has spent a good deal of time putting on events in Ocean and 
Burlington counties during his time with Americans for Prosperity, a grassroots organization with the goal of 
educating the population about economic policy and urging them to become advocates in the public policy 
process. Mr. Lonegan joined the organization in 2006 as the state director of the New Jersey chapter.

While there, he worked on statewide policy issues, ranging from stopping a planned 8-cent sales tax 
increase, to halting former governor Jon Corzine’s plan to lease the operation of state highways out to private 
companies, which would have resulted in higher tolls.

“What I have is a depth of knowledge of the federal issues,” he said, and “the ability to articulate a 
powerful message. I’d like to help change history.”

He feels his track record is solid in the state of New Jersey.
“I’ve been out there for years doing things that have been truly measurable, and I think that will come 

back in spades in this Congressional race,” he said.

READY-MADE SUPPORT
In addition to his knowledge of issues affecting the state and country, Mr. Lonegan said he already has 

thousands of individual donors who contributed to his Senate campaign and he feels they will be supportive of 
his new campaign, as well.

Mr. Lonegan also has a head start in the campaign process.
“I have the whole campaign in place,” he said, from a website, to databases, voter lists, organized 

activists and more.
“My team is battle-tested,” he said. He also pointed out his name is already out there in a big way after 

his senate race versus Sen. Booker drew national attention. “I’m about the most vetted candidate in the 
country right now.”

A CONTROVERSIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Mr. Lonegan’s announcement to run for a seat in the House was met with immediate criticism.
“That’s what happens when you’re the frontrunner,” he said.
In addition to fellow Republicans criticizing the move, saying Mr. Lonegan was not a team player for the 

party, he was quick to point to the Democratic National Committee [DNC] as a force against him in the media.
“The other guys who said they want to run, they [the DNC] never attacked them,” he said. “These other guys 
are all great guys, and if any of them were to win a primary I’d support them 100 percent.”

Several individuals have thrown their hats in the ring for the House seat, including Democratic 
Burlington County Freeholder Aimee Belgard, and Republican James Byrnes, a Vietnam veteran.

Mr. Lonegan said he sat down with Ocean County Republican Chairman George Gilmore more than 
one month ago to discuss his decision.

“He was very gracious, very professional,” Mr. Lonegan said.
The county GOP party did not return calls seeking comment by press time.
Mr. Lonegan also said he has spoken to the Republican Party in Burlington County, which he called 

“closed” and “not as open” as the Republican committee in Ocean County.
The New Jersey Republican State Committee is leaving decisions up to the county parties and voters.
“Local party leaders are in the process of screening candidates to be our Republican nominee for this 

critical congressional seat,” Ben Sparks, New Jersey GOP spokesman, said when asked for comment on Mr. 
Lonegan’s announcement. “We’re confident primary voters in the third district will pick the most qualified 
candidate to build on Congressman Runyan’s strong record in Washington.”

Calls seeking comment from Rep. Runyan’s office — the congressman previously endorsed Mr. 
Lonegan in his senate bid — were not returned by press time.

GAINING LOCAL TRACTION
Lavallette Mayor Walter LaCicero is a strong supporter of Mr. Lonegan and endorsed him this week.
“I am endorsing him for Congress, in fact,” Mayor LaCicero said. “I’m more than happy to do that.”
The Republican mayor said he likes Mr. Lonegan, and has known him for years.
“I think Steve’s got probably the strongest name recognition of any candidate for any position in the 

state right now, after his run for governor and his run for senate,” Mayor LaCicero said. “He did extremely well 
in Ocean County.”

He also acknowledged Mr. Lonegan’s advantage of having run a campaign so recently.



“He still has a full staff leftover from the senate run, and he’s still got his donor list, so I think he’s 
formidable,” he said.

Mayor LaCicero also addressed the fact some have called Mr. Lonegan a carpetbagger for his move 
from Bogota to Lavallette just prior to the election. The mayor likened the situation to when Democrat Hillary 
Clinton moved to the state of New York to run for Senate, though she had been living out of the state 
previously.

“I think that it’s no more wrong for him to do it” than it was for Mrs. Clinton, he said.
The mayor vouched for Mr. Lonegan’s intent to move to Lavallette, and said the move was in the works 

for some time.
“I know Steve personally,” Mayor LaCicero said. “He’s been talking about it for a while.”
The time is right, the mayor said, and real estate prices at the Shore are down, as well.
“He recognizes everything that Lavallette has to offer,” Mayor LaCicero said.

WHY LAVALLETTE?
“We love Lavallette,” Mr. Lonegan said. “The house just has a great feel to it, which is important.”
Like many in the state, he said, he has spent summers down the Shore.
“This is where we want to go,” Mr. Lonegan said of himself and his wife, Lorraine.
In fact, he said, if he had not been involved in the race for Senate last year, the move to Lavallette 

would likely have happened sooner, “as spontaneous as it may seem.”
Mr. and Mrs. Lonegan have two adult daughters, Brooke and Katharine, and a grandchild on the way.
Of the Third Congressional District as a whole, including Lavallette, Mr. Lonegan said, his potential 

future constituents are people who have worked hard, saved their money, and built businesses.
“This is real, solid American — it’s really Americana. It really reflects the values that I have geared to,” 

he said, which excites him about living in the district.
Mr. Lonegan is no stranger to building businesses. He holds a master’s degree in business 

administration from Fairleigh Dickinson University, and owned a kitchen cabinet manufacturing business.
He feels his background in business affects the way he governs.
“I spent all those years in the private sector,” he said, which is when he formed the belief that the 

government does not have an appreciation for the people who drive the economy: businessmen.
He believes businessmen are second only to those who serve in the military to protect their country.
“The second most noble thing you can do for your country … is to build a business and create jobs,” Mr. 

Lonegan said. “Without that, our government shrivels up and dies.”

GETTING TO KNOW THE REGION
Though Mr. Lonegan’s move will put him in Lavallette just months before the primary in June, he is 

confident he already knows the area.
“I have literally spent seven years criss-crossing the state” as a director with Americans for Prosperity, 

he said. “Night after night, day after day,” he conducted educational seminars in multiple local towns, including 
Lavallette.

“An address is just one thing — it’s just an address,” he said, noting where one stands on issues is far 
more important. “The job of a congressman is to represent the principals and values on the federal level of the 
voters of that district, and what’s best for them economically.”

While Mr. Lonegan looks forward to learning more about local towns after his move to Ocean County, 
he believes the job of being intimate with the nuances of each individual town belongs to the mayors and it is a 
congressman’s job to focus on regional and state issues.

One regional issue Mr. Lonegan is already keyed in on is Hurricane Sandy, which struck in October 
2012. He was very strongly against the quick passage of the Hurricane Sandy relief bill and feels it would have 
been far more beneficial if it had been thought out for a little longer, even if it was just a few months.

“This [was] being slapped together, and you have a lot of politicians taking advantage of a good old 
crisis,” he said. “I was right, and it’s proven to be true.”

Specifically, he took issue with the fact there were no checks and balances in place to ensure the funds 
the bill provided were utilized properly. Though he declined to name specific towns, Mr. Lonegan said he was 
aware of what he perceived as misuses of the funds, like unnecessary purchases.

Additionally, he said the bill contained funding for projects that had nothing to do with the hurricane, and 
the relief funds provided were not cut from other areas of the budget.



“They printed money to pay for it,” he said. “They plunged the country into further debt.”
Though he was unsure he would be able to do anything regarding the bill by the time he possibly 

makes it to Congress, it has left him with a clear goal that surrounds the Federal Emergency Management 
Association [FEMA].

“I think it is absolutely essential to reform FEMA,” Mr. Lonegan said.
Control of funds and disaster management should lie with towns and their leaders, like Mayor LaCicero 

and his council, Mr. Lonegan said.
“Ultimately, it was the Lavallette local government that rebuilt the town,” he said. “Mayors are on the 

frontline of governing; they’re really the guys that get more done.”
While he believes as a congressman his job would, in part, be to advocate for money for his 

constituents when needed, locals should be in charge of the allocation of those funds.
“I want to see the right thing done for people who really and truly need it,” he said.

ON THE ISSUES
Mr. Lonegan’s biggest issue is one Mayor LaCicero predicted would be at the core of the race: the 

Affordable Care Act, commonly referred to as Obamacare, President Barack Obama’s massive overhaul of 
health care in the country.

When asked what his priority would be if elected, Mr. Lonegan quickly replied, “repeal Obamacare.”
He called the act a “massive intrusion” to both the health care industry and health care professionals.
“The Obama health care bill is a huge problem for this country,” he said.
Mr. Lonegan is also against the Common Core State Standards, which provide an outline of what 

students should learn, and when, on a national level. He noted his wife and one of his daughters are teachers, 
and called the standards an “intrusion” into education by the federal government.

“I think that’s huge, critical, that we’re losing control of what we teach our kids and how we teach them,” 
he said.

Additionally, Mr. Lonegan is concerned with creating policies for economic growth; the federal reserve 
policy and a strong military to keep the United States protected.

“I am going to represent the core principals of the Republican Party,” he said. “I’m going to be bold on 
these issues, and I’ll be attacked for that.”

He hopes to “return to a nation of freedom” that governs based on the values in the U.S. Constitution.
“Government is too big, too expensive and too intrusive. Period,” he said.

TERM LIMIT
When he was elected as the mayor of Bogota in 1995, Mr. Lonegan set a term limit of three that he 

followed through with. He governed the borough until 2007.
“I believe in term limits,” he said.
This week, Mr. Lonegan said he still holds that belief, and no one should be in Congress for more than 

10 years.
He said if elected, he would hold himself to that term limit.

THE CAMPAIGN AHEAD
Now that his Senate race is wrapped up, his house in Bogota is listed for sale and the Lavallette home 

purchase is nearly complete, Mr. Lonegan is ready to commit full time to the race ahead.
“I have cleared the decks and am 100-percent committed now,” he said. “I just love to campaign; I love 

meeting people.”
Mr. Lonegan said despite his obvious name recognition and whatever people may know about him from 

previous campaigns, he is going to work hard to convince voters that he deserves their support.
“I’m going to run this campaign as if no one knows me and I’m dead last,” he said, “just as I have 

always done.”


